
Hello class of 2014 - Happy Fall!

It’s hard to believe that the summer has already flown by and that we are 
entering yet another fall season. I hope that these past few months have 
been filled with warm days, celebrations with friends and family and 
some quality relaxation time. It’s been over a year now since we walked 
across the stage to assume our role as Dartmouth college alumni and I 
hope that this summer you have been able to reflect on your experience 
in Hanover and how it has prepared you for this new chapter in what we 
fondly call, “The Real World”. 

This year has been so busy with transitions, new opportunities, friend-
ships, development, growing pains, soul searching, networking… it’s 
hard to really paint the picture of what this year has looked like for us as 
a class. Despite the uncertainty that comes with new territory, there is 
one thing that we can go back to: our strong foundation and connection 
to Dartmouth. The values and skills you gained up in Hanover are the 
“known” in the world of the unknown. Whether confident and happy 
about your job and life thus far or still confused about what you want to 
do, Dartmouth is at our core, and we are so lucky to call it a part of us. 
Lean on your experiences there to help guide you when you are stressed 
and gain momentum when you’re on top. Take pride in that foundation 
and use it to help you navigate throughout life. We’re busy millennials 
and fortunate that Dartmouth has given us the tools, knowledge and 
confidence to be successful.

 We’ve been busy as an executive committee working on hosting mini 
reunions in respective cities across the US (we are looking for more 
volunteers to become City Captains!), creating a website, organizing a 
class project, and fundraising for the DCF, among other initiatives. We 
are looking for your ideas and your support, so please reach out and get 
involved. Our role is to keep the spirit of Dartmouth alive and well in 
your lives and to keep us connected with each other and with the college. 
But in order to do that, we need YOUR engagement and energy. There is 
a lot more work that is happening behind the scenes so be on the look-
out for more emails and correspondences and be sure to check out our 
updated class webpage for more news.

Cheers to the great class of 2014 - here’s to a good start to the fall. Lots of 
good things this past year and many more on the way!

Great to see so many of you up in Hanover for Homecoming!

Go Big Green, 
Holly Foster
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To our loyal fans:

As we pass our second homecoming weekend as alums (where has the time gone?!), we’re excited to share 
updates on our classmates all over the country and the world. We hope that you find the news and notes 
from our fellow 14s interesting and informative. 

Next time you have a funny Dartmouth run-in, start a new job or move to a new city, take a sweet photo 
in a cool place, or want to congratulate a classmate on an engagement or award, send us a note. We’d love 
to hear from you! You can reach us at: kelly.a.wood@gmail and hedges.kara@gmail.com.

Enjoy the fall!

Kelly Wood & Kara Hedges

Editor’s Update

Malcolm Leverett ’14 was one of five selected by President Phil 
Hanlon to sit on the Moving Dartmouth Forward external review 
panel. 

The panel is charged with overseeing the implementation of 
President Hanlon’s plan to steer the College away from it’s wide-
ly publicized issues with sexual assault, high-risk drinking, and 
exclusivity. 

The President’s Office sends monthly updates to members of the 
panel detailing the progress underway to address these issues. 

The panel analyzes this information to ensure forward progress is 
being made. 

Former Tufts University president Lawrence Bacow chairs the 
panel. Deborah Golder (vice provost and dean of residential 
education at Stanford), Ralph Hingson (director of the division 
of epidemiology and prevention research at the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism), and Rachel Siegel (third-year 
Harvard Law School student) comprise the additional member-
ship. 

The panel has met once formally as a group. It has two additional meetings planned before it presents to the Board of 
Trustees in November. 

In these meetings, Mr. Leverett is often looked to for information on the current campus climate given the recency of 
his time as a student. 
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Where are you living and what are you doing?
I am serving as a Peace Corps volunteer, living in Paso de Patria, 
Paraguay, a small town of about 1500 people in the southwestern 
corner of the country, where the Paraguay and Parana rivers 
meet. I’ll be living here for the next two years, serving in the 
Community Economic Development Sector, working primarily 
in the areas of youth development, small business development, 
and civic participation.

What has been the highlight of your past year?
The highlight of the last year for me was the Peace Corps swe-
aring-in ceremony in March, where I took the same oath the 
President makes when he takes office and officially became a Pe-
ace Corps volunteer. Serving in the Peace Corps had been a long 
time goal for me, and after the months and months of waiting 
back in the States and three months of training in country, swea-
ring in and being able to move to my community finally marked 
the start of that goal being realized.

Have you had any fun Dartmouth connections or moments?
I’m waiting for the day I see someone wearing a Dartmouth shirt 
here...

Tell us a funny story or mishap from the year! 
It’s hard to choose just one, as humor has been my best friend 
throughout my service so far. There have been countless mi-
sunderstandings on account of language, I have struggled to eat 
many mysterious foods, including capybara empanadas, and I 
have smiled and nodded as old women have imparted on me 
very “scientific” health diagnoses, including that eating bananas 
and eggs in the same sitting will make your stomach explode or 
that if you shower after eating watermelon you will get sick.

What’s been the biggest challenge? 
The cultural adjustment to life here in Paraguay has definitely 
been the biggest challenge for me so far in the Peace Corps. 
Paraguay is a bilingual country, and learning the indigenous lan-
guage, Guarani, has been one challenge to adjusting to life here. 
Additionally, machismo is very prevalent in Paraguayan culture 
and learning how to navigate the appropriate gender roles and 
interactions between men and women has been a steep learning 
curve as well. The other part of Paraguayan culture that has been 
an adjustment has been the food. Paraguayans eat a lot of meat, 
a lot of carbs, and a lot of fatty foods and soda. I really like many 
traditional Paraguayan dishes, but it has been an adjustment 
getting accustomed to the change in diet and the lack of access 
to vegetables like in the FoCo salad bar.

What do you miss most about being at Dartmouth? 
I most miss the Dartmouth winters! I never thought I would say 
that, but we haven’t even started summer here and I am alre-
ady dreading the heat. Everyone warns me that it is going to be 
unbearable, so I am regretting ever complaining about the cold 
up north in New Hampshire. Winter here can be cold, but there’s 
never any snow, and in the middle of winter, we had two weeks 
of 90+ degree weather. So, I’m definitely missing the seasons up 
in Hanover!

Abby Cohen’s 
Year in the     

Peace Corps
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We had a great idea. People will pay to skip the line at popular 
bars, walk right in to exclusive nightclubs, and get last-minute 

tickets to the best concerts and events. The venues and event hosts 
would be happy to accommodate them, but have lacked a trusted 
platform. Enter, FLUX, a marketplace for the best bars, clubs, and 
experiences in NYC.

Although The Social Network and laissez-faire    capital markets may 
inspire visions of Tuna Tartare and lavish parties, starting a company 
out of college has been one of the most stressful career paths possi-
ble. Inexperience in management, marketing, business development, 
and fundraising has put us, mouths agape, to a perpetual fire hose of 
information and challenges. That being said, we couldn’t be happier 
and we couldn’t imagine a more exciting challenge. We prioritized 
creating something, being our own bosses, and doing something 
different (albeit at the loss of a steady income and job security).

As young, inexperienced co-founders, one of the biggest surpris-
es has been how easy it’s been to raise money, and how little that 
means. In a recent lecture at Stanford, Marc Andreessen told an 
audience “almost everything you’ll ever do [as a company] is harder 
than raising venture capital.” Raising a round of capital is not a mile-
stone and does not translate in to recruiting great talent, achieving 

viral growth for a consumer app, or any of the other drivers of success.  Other surprises have been pleasant, particu-
larly the scope and reach of the Dartmouth Alumni Network and DEN. From forums and competitions to successful 
alumni taking valuable time to hear two redheads talk about nightclubs, the Dartmouth Network has provided help, 
expertise, and advice. We’re a new company with a long, arduous path ahead, but feel confident, largely thanks to our 
education and support of the Dartmouth family. 

14s Start New Company: Flux
Michael Saltzman and Brett Harrison



Where are you are living and what you are doing?
This past year I have lived and worked in a bunch of places! First I finished up work with DOC First Year Trips in Hanover. 
Then I worked on the Fall Crew at Moosilauke Ravine Lodge. In December I took the EMT course at Dartmouth with a bunch 
of undergraduates during interim. Then I headed to Flagstaff, Arizona for 4 months to attend the Park Ranger Training Pro-
gram which is a law enforcement academy for the National Park Service. In May I moved to Yellowstone National Park to work 
as a ranger for the summer (with Kelly!). I just got back to Hanover, where I will be working as a fellow with the Sustainability 
Office for the school year. I will also be helping to coach Dartmouth’s men’s ultimate team. 

Have you had any fun Dartmouth connections or moments? 
Yes! When I was in Arizona I joined up with a bunch of Dartmouth 
alums who were rafting down the Colorado, and I rafted with them 
for a day in the Grand Canyon. In Yellowstone a bunch of Dartmouth 
friends visited, including fellow 14’s Matt Bossart, Mike Perlstein, 
and Georgi Klissurski. And of course the biggest highlight was 
working with Kelly in Yellowstone this summer. I have loved travel-
ing around the country and getting to see Dartmouth alums almost 
everywhere I go! 

Tell us a funny story or mishap from the year! 
One morning in Yellowstone I went out for a run with Henry Frost 
‘15, who was visiting for a few days. A short ways into the run we 
heard fast footsteps on the pavement behind us and we turned to 
see a large bison charging towards us. He got within a foot or two of 
catching us but we were able to avoid him by diving through some 
bushes. I almost had to spray him with the bear spray I was carrying 
but the bison stopped in the bushes. 5 people were gored by bison in 
Yellowstone this summer, and I was very worried we were about to 
become numbers 6 and 7. It was one of the scariest moments of my 
life, but now I can look back on it as one of the most memorable runs 
I have ever been on.

What’s been the biggest challenge? 
The biggest challenge of the last year has been constantly moving 
from place to place. Just as I begin to feel like I am getting to know 
the people I am living and working with it’s time to move to the next 
place. There have definitely been periods of loneliness when I wish 
that I was working in a place with more Dartmouth friends. I have 
also struggled with the idea of not knowing what I will be doing 2 
years from now. I love the diversity of my different jobs and that I 
get to spend so much time outside, but sometimes I worry about not 
knowing what I want to do in the long term. I am hoping that as I 
keep exploring I will discover the things that are the most fulfilling to me.

What do you miss most about being at Dartmouth? 
The thing I miss most is certainly living in close proximity to so many people I love. I don’t like that all of my friends are dis-
persed around the country. Sometimes I have dreams about convincing all of my friends to live in one little town together. 

What has been the highlight of your previous year? 
The highlight of my year has been working as a National Park Service Ranger. Becoming a ranger was a dream of mine since I 
was a little kid. I feel very lucky to work with inspiring people in some of America’s most beautiful places.

Catching up with Gerben Scherpbier
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Congratulations 
John & Kathryn!

John Bleday and Kathryn Kennedy, both 
Dartmouth 14s, are engaged!! All the best to 

these two 14s tying the knot!
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Where are you living and what are you doing?
I’m living in Lebanon, NH and working at Thayer School, specifically in the Dartmouth Biomedical Engineering Center. I’m 
the current lab manager and one of a handful of research associates. We are primarily an orthopaedic biomaterials lab, so we do 
failure analysis on joint replacements!

Whatt has been the highlight of your previous year?
There have definitely been a lot of highlights from the past year. From a work standpoint, I think traveling to Las Vegas for the 
annual American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAOS) meeting was one of the best experiences and adventures! I’ve also 
had the opportunity to coach in Hanover’s youth hockey 
program. I was the assistant coach for the u12 girls’ team, 
which made it to the Regional Finals up in Maine, and it 
was great to see how excited the girls were!

Have you had any fun Dartmouth connections or mo-
ments?
Though I’m still on campus, I’ve actually met quite a few 
Dartmouth 14’s (and members of other classes) that I never 
knew before, which has been really fun!

Tell us a funny story or mishap from the year!
A group of coworkers and I decided to travel to Montreal 
for the Women’s World Cup US semifinal game against 
Germany, thinking it’s only 3 hours away and too great of 
an experience to pass up. We left Hanover at 2 PM, but the 
traffic at the border and into the city was so terrible we didn’t make it to the arena until 8:30 and only caught the last 25 minutes 
of the game (luckily we saw both US goals!). We picked up some great poutine downtown after the game and headed home but 
didn’t get back to Dartmouth until 4 AM. All in all, it was a 14 hour round trip. Not incredibly funny at the time but definitely 
comical looking back, and totally worth it!

What has been the biggest challenge?
I think for me, the biggest challenge of the year has been figuring out how to live and work at Dartmouth as a graduate. It’s a 
completely different world from being a student, and learning how to stay connected and involved while still having a life outside 
of campus is an ongoing adjustment.

What do you miss most about your time as an undergrad at Dartmouth?
I’m lucky enough to still be at Dartmouth, but I do miss having all of the 14’s around!

Q&A With Lindsay Holdcroft



Where are you are living and what you are doing?
Over the past year, I was living in Thomassique, Haiti, a tiny 
village in the Central Plateau of Haiti, about 10 miles from 
the border with the Dominican Republic. I was working as 

a Global Health Fellow for a small NGO called Medical Missionaries overseeing various community health programs that 
our local clinic, Klinik Sen Jozef, runs year-round. I worked closely with an all-Haitian staff and 2 American co-workers to 
ensure that we continually provide high-quality programming in areas such as: community health workers, water treatment 
and purification, traditional birth attendants, mobile clinics, chronic disease care, and more. 
What has been the highlight of your previous year?
I think one of the highlights of last year was living and working with the Haitian staff at the clinic. I was able to form really 
close connections with the doctors, nurses, and administrators and became a part of their family and community.
Have you had any fun Dartmouth connections or moments?
Funnily enough, I had a friend working in the DR at a school and she met me in a city called Cap Haitien with a group 
of her friends. Among her friends was a 
‘12, Maddie Baird, and we spent the week-
end seeing the city and reminiscing about 
Dartmouth. It was a great break from the 
stresses of the every day clinic and really 
nice to have someone to connect with from 
Dartmouth on the island.
Tell us a funny story or mishap from the 
year!
After about six weeks of being at the clinic, 
my two American co-workers and I decid-
ed we were going to go to Santo Domingo 
as a mini-vacation. To get there, we take 
motos about 45 minutes to the border ten 
miles away. Unfortunately, going in late 
August meant that it was rainy season. After 
waiting for the rains to end around 5, we 
decided that it would be a good idea to go anyways. What should have been a 45 minute ride turned into 3 hours as we 
started and stopped every 5 minutes because of the mud. By the last mile, we decided to forego the motos and walk the rest 
of the way with our drivers in the dark. When we finally reached the river constituting the border, we realized that we had 
to take dugout canoes to cross lit only by the moonlight. We had never been happier to reach the village and our beds on 
the Dominican side! While it was a rocky start, we ended up having a great weekend away from the clinic and were able to 
return excited and refreshed. 
What’s been the biggest challenge?
Cross-cultural programming can be really hard! Haiti is such a unique country in our hemisphere, which makes the prob-
lems that I had to deal with day-to-day very unique. The history and current events unfolding in the country made for a 
very interesting environment in which to implement programs meant to improve the health of the community. It was also 
especially challenging to come to terms with the fact that I was only there for a year while the rest of the staff was from 
the area. It impacts how you approach programming and the way that you think about the issues. Luckily, we were able to 
bridge these gaps as a community. It was never easy, but it was always rewarding!
What do you miss most about being at Dartmouth?
After eating Haitian food for an entire year, I would have to go with the Collis baked goods!! (Just kidding…) During the 
most challenging parts of my year when I would sometimes feel isolated, I really missed my friends and the really support-
ive nature of the Dartmouth community.
Anything else?
Shameless plug: if anyone is interested in community and global health, there are applications for the Global Health 
Fellowship coming out soon! Feel free to reach out to me (adam.d.kraus.14@alum.dartmouth.org) or contact                          
mmghfellows@gmail.com for more information.

Adam Kraus’ Year
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Treasurer’s Update

An Alumni Council Update
Hello Class of 2014! 

 I would like to begin by extending a thank you to those of you who volunteered to participate in 
Dartmouth’s first annual Alumni Day of Service this past spring. There were a large number of 14s who partic-
ipated in communities across the country and I encourage more of you to get involved next year!
         A major initiative of the Alumni Council—in partnership with Alumni Relations and Admissions—
is to increase the number of student interviews between young alumni and perspective students. I recently 
signed up to help conduct interviews in the Bay Area and I hope some of you will take the opportunity to 
reflect on your experiences at Dartmouth with potential members of the Class of 2020 and beyond.
         Back in Hanover, Dartmouth is fast approaching its 250th year and there are several changes happen-
ing as the College looks to position itself for the next 250 years. The Cluster Initiative, which looks to provide 
a constant home base for students throughout their four years, will begin with the 19’s and represents a transi-
tion to a revamped residential college system.
         This fall will mark the third term hard alcohol is prohibited on Dartmouth’s campus and while it is 
still too early to determine how effective the policy may be, early discussions with students indicate it was re-
ceived well and has not greatly affected campus life. When more concrete statistics and feedback are available, 
I will be sure to share those with you all.
         Finally, as Dartmouth enters an exciting and decisive stage, it is imperative we make our voices heard. 
That is why I ask any of you who have thoughts, questions, or concerns to reach out to me and I will bring it to 
the Council’s attention. Even though we are young alumni, the College still looks to us for guidance.
         Enjoy the fall and look for another letter from me in the coming weeks as the Alumni Council gears 
up for our October meeting!
 
All the very best,
Ryan
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Hey 14’s!

Happy Fall! I hope many of you received my email last month about the raffle! Please continue to look for fun ways to 
get involved with your Executive Committee and pay your class dues.

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who paid their class dues last year. We have built up quite the 
reserves in order to give back to Dartmouth, as well as to support the many activities of our Class. Again, your class 
dues go towards quarterly class newsletters, mini-reunions, class projects, among other things! 

Today, however, I am writing to you to consider paying your class dues for FY 2015-2016. Remember, your class dues 
go towards keeping us together and connected as a class! You can pay via Paypal and Venmo. Check out our class 
website for more information: 2014.dartmouth.org. 

Malcolm Leverett
Treasurer, Class of 2014



It was a record-setting year for the Dartmouth College 
Fund as a whole as well as the Class of 2014. Over the 

course of the first-year campaign we achieved over 41% 
participation and raised a total of $29,122 for the Dart-
mouth College Fund, beating the ‘11s and ‘12s in their 
first years out. Additionally, our participation rate of 
41% topped that of the ‘13s this fiscal year. Our dedicat-
ed group of 26 volunteers was essential to making this 
happen.

Until next year, 
John Daniels and Kate Thorstad

A big thank you to our volunteers for this 
fiscal year!

Anne Ressler
Anoush Arakelian
Austin Major
Bill Reeves
Campbell Haynes
Catie O’Sullivan
Diana Ming
Erica Sun
Georgi Klissurski
Holly Foster
Janna Wandzilak
Jenn Weissbach
Jessica Womack
Julia Herringer
Julie Ann Haldeman
Lauren B. Jenny
Lindsay Haut
Liz Calby
Malcolm B. Leverett
Maria Sperduto
Nicolas Blanco
Rohail Premjee
Ross Collins
Stephanie Barnhart
Taha Adib
Victor Hollenberg

A Message from 
your Head Agents

*Photos in this Newsletter can be found on 
Dartmouth’s Flickr Page. 
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Dartmouth Class of 2014 Newsletter
What’s inside!

1. Interviews with four of your fellow 14 alums. 

2. Find out which 14 was recently elected to the 
Moving Dartmouth Forward Review Panel!

3. Learn about a business started by two 14s. 

4. Find out which two 14s recently got engaged!!

5. Updates from your editors, alumni council, 
President, treasurer and head agents. 

Winter Carnival is 
just around the corner!

February 11-14th, 2016
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